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Why do we need a 
properly 
resourced and 
supported  TUR 
programme and 
Policy in Scotland 
properly 
resourced and 
supported ?

to protect public health, the environment & climate (& advance 
environmental justice), sustainability, a circular economy

to prevent or reduce pollution and to plan effectively for just transitions

to benefit government, employers, workers, communities and the 
environment joining up health, the economy and environmental strands

to use voluntary and collaborative approaches

to provide information, research, education etc on toxics uses and their 
removal – acids in engineering, solvents in semiconductor manufacture, 
endocrine disruptors in biomedical devices, disinfectants in schools for 
example, and toxic foams in gyms



“Why not” 
arguments 
against a 
TUR policy 
& 
programme
s

We already have it?

Scotland is too small a country to operate a TUR programme? 

It’s experimental? 

It’s ineffective ?

It’s too political and not evidence-based?

It’s too costly ?

It’s too time consuming ?



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348564404_Toxics_Use_Reduction_beyond_analysis_to_action_Linking_public_health_occup
ational_health_and_safety_environmental_sustainability_and_new_or_better_employment_a_position_paper

Scotland needs a TUR programme based on a Scottish Parliament Act , and it is within its powers, along 
the lines of those in the US  Massachusetts and Oregon States – no need for wheel re-invention 
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