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Safer by Design 
Where the numbers come from 



Health and Safety risks in buildings 

Review of Health and Safety Risk Drivers (2008) 
BD 2518  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919132719/www.communities
.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/reviewhealthsafety 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919132719/www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/reviewhealthsafety
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919132719/www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/reviewhealthsafety


Table 25,  from FB81 The Full cost of poor housing 

https://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327672 

Consider hazards where 
BR 2010 likelihood: 
• Likelihood > 1:5,000 

• Accidental injury related 

https://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327672


 Deaths per annum (ONS, 2016) 

 Hospital admissions (HES, 2016) 

 Visits to A& E (HASS approximation) 

Levels of harm 

How can we measure them (available evidence) 

 

Death 

Hospital 
admissions 

A&E attendance 

Average to New build  

 Different likelihood 

 Changing spread of harms 

 Smaller number on homes 

 New risks introduced 

 

 



Falls on stairs 

 

719 

26,368 

338,051 

 

31 

1,123 

14,400 

245 

256 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 

Ratio of 
likelihoods 

(FB81) 

Ratio of  
new housing 
to England 

Stock 



Falls on the level 

 

128 

48,598 

623,051 

 

5 

1,825 

23,398 

135 

160 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 



Falls between levels 

 

86 

3,904 

50,051 

 

1 

56 

724 

693 

2,132 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 



Falls in bathrooms (estimate) 

 

83 

3,986 

51,103 

 

3 

165 

2,111 

464 

500 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 



Burns – Hot surfaces 

 

5 

1,722 

22,077 

 

0 

61 

778 

182 

230 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 



Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

 

22 

530 

6,795 

 

0 

7 

84 

1,250 

4,500 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 



Entrapment in doors 

 

2 

3,865 

49,551 

 

0 

160 

2,048 

39 

42 

1,010,110 

22,694,600 

X X = 

Stock levels New build 


